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There is one fundamental question which pervades the entirety of Oussama Baalbaki’s work to
date: what is the place of painting after photography? Baalbaki’s paintings are expressionistic in
tone, but they tend toward the mimetic. To represent reality today, he paints with the recognition
of the technologically reproducible, mediated image. If photography attempts to capture the
perpetually fleeting present — to embalm reality — painting stretches its duration so as to free it
from the constraints of historical time.

Baalbaki revisits the classical genres of landscapes and portraits. His modern predecessors
painted portraits of the members of the elite, and, though varying in style and approach, they
produced landscapes which were largely topographical. Baalbaki inscribes his encounters of the
contemporary world into the traditional form of painting, but playfully shifts the genres’ conven-
tions. In his oval-shaped paintings, he self-reflexively reconfigures the flat, rectangular canvas to
shed light on the photographic device of the frame. The view that is being framed is only a partial
one; the frame is a window onto a small and fragmentary world.

Baalbaki represents only fragments of a social reality. The largest of his landscapes, The Light
Parade, is made up of two smaller canvases. Each can be read as a single and complete work, but
together they form a panorama. The break between the two canvases emphasizes the slight
discontinuity in the surface. Baalbaki distrusts the total image. Though his work tends toward a
kind of realism, he is suspicious of a universalized truth.

Baalbaki is interested in the gaps between reality and truth. It is in that space that he arrests the
contradictions of his own present. His dense and cluttered cityscapes gleam with a wistful silence.
They evoke a longing for a moment which never was, and one which cannot be reproduced.

Natasha Gasparian
Beirut, 2017
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Good night Hamra!

Acrylic on canvas | 150x180cm | 2017
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Rendez-vous “I see the night running in a tight brigade” -]Jean Tardieu

Acrylic on canvas | 150x150cm | 2017 Acrylic on canvas | 115x130cm | 2016
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City Blossoms Untitled

Acrylic on canvas | 100x100cm | 2017 Acrylic on canvas | 100x100cm | 2016



OUSSAMA BAATBAKI

Untitled The Wild South

Acrylic on canvas | 150x180cm | 2016 Acrylic on canvas | 150x150cm | 2016
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The Field Whisperer Epical City

Acrylic on canvas | 150x180cm | 2016 Acrylic on canvas | 150x180cm | 2016
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Clouds Foam Untitled

Acrylic on canvas | 100x100cm | 2016 Acrylic on canvas | 150x150cm | 2017
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Mystic CIiff The Scared Scarecrow

Acrylic on canvas | 200x200cm | 2017 Acrylic on canvas | 150x150cm | 2016
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A Magnetic Familiarity Untitled

Acrylic on canvas | 90x120cm | 2016 Acrylic on canvas | 65x95cm | 2017
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Untitled A Celestial Waterfall

Watercolor | 60x80cm-each | 2017 Acrylic on canvas | 100x100cm | 2017
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Metaphysical Selfie The wound of a poet is a flower - To Mayakovski

Acrylic on canvas | 65x95cm | 2016 Acrylic on canvas | 150x150cm | 2016



About the Artist

Oussama Baalbaki was born in Lebanon in 1978. He graduated from the Institute of Fine Arts,
Lebanese University (2002). He has participated in numerous group exhibitions in a wide array of
institutions, including the Sursock Museum in Lebanon, and abroad in the cities of Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, London, Miami, Munich, New York, and Washington. His solo exhibitions include Paintings
in Black (2004) at Dar El Nadwa, Scenes of Isolation (2007) at Safana Gallery, Less smoke, and
more... (2009), and Rituals of Isolation (2011) at Agial Art Gallery and Shadows of Gloominess
(2014) at Tanit Gallery hosted in collaboration with Agial Art Gallery, Spectres of the Real (2016), at
Agial Art Gallery. In 2009, he won the silver medal for painting at the “Jeux de la Francophonie”.

Oussama Baalbaki’s work can be described as expressionist realist. He paints nature and the
human figure in the classical genres of the landscape and the portrait. With his awareness of
technologically reproducible media like photography, he updates these genres to address his
contemporary reality.
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