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Introduction

Waleed R. Qaisi has had a long and prominent career in the field of ceramic art. From his early days at the
Fine Arts Academy in Baghdad, he sought to challenge the confines that have defined ceramics for
centuries on the one hand, and a fine arts method in sculpture-making on the other. While his practice has
been grounded in ceramic art for his entire professional career — he taught in parallel and, for some years
in the 1990s, dabbled in the business of ceramic production when he founded a ceramics factory and
studio in Amman — his approach has been marked by modernist formal experimentation.

The forms of Qaisi's objects rarely correspond to a function. One could even say that he is not strictly
speaking a ceramicist, but rather an artist who has pushed the limits of the materials, forms and
techniques involved in the production of ceramics and, even more generally, of sculpture. The project that
is currently on display is not an exhibition of ceramics, but it is informed by a decades-long inquiry into the
making of three-dimensional objects. And as an enduringly ardent reader of Arabic poetry, he produced
twenty-three objects which involved the translation from word to image.

His exhibition grew out of a collaboration with the distinguished writer and poet, and recent winner of the
Sheikh Zayed Book Prize, Charbel Dagher. For each individual work, Qaisi adapted a poem from Dagher’s
collection of works, entitled Namima Electroniyya, into a visual landscape extending across several planes
of a three-dimensional object. The artist describes these works as dafatir (singular, daftar, Arabic for
notebook), a word which, in Iraqi artistic production is evocative of the artist’s books that first circulated
globally in the 1990s during the sanctions against Iraq. However, Qaisi’s project emerged out of a different
context and his concerns diverge from these earlier practices. Each of his objects takes on a distinctive
foldable form onto which abstracted lines and colors traverse its various planes.

The congruence between Dagher's linguistically self-reflexive poetry and Qaisi abstracted forms makes of
this collaboration a fortuitous pairing. Yet what is most compelling about Qaisi’s work is that it brings to
the fore a gap that can never be bridged between a word and an image. It captures precisely what is and
always remains untranslatable in the process.

Natasha Gasparian, 2020
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About the Artist

Waleed R. Qaisi was born in 1963 in Baghdad, Iraq. His interest in art grew out of his lifelong love for
literature, as well as in his encounters with local Iragi art in the youth centers of Baghdad in the 1980s. He
pursued an art education in Baghdad and graduated from the ceramics department at the Academy of Fine
Arts in 1985. While studying, he worked with his professor, the ceramist Tariq Ibrahim, to execute murals and
installations. He rejected the rules and traditions of the academy where he was a student and offered an
alternative vision that guided his practice in the first group exhibition in which he participated at Tahrer
Gallery in 1983. This vision involved freeing the clay from restraints, deconstructing its form and rebuilding
and representing it anew. After his graduation, Qaisi was conscripted into the Iraqgi military service. He
continued to participate in the local Iraqi art scene in solo and group exhibitions and won several awards
during this period. Having served in the Second Gulf War in 1990, Qaisi's approach to art changed
dramatically. He left Baghdad for Amman, Jordan, where he entered the industrial field of ceramics and
established a factory. He also founded a ceramics studio for the Orfali Gallery and taught ceramics courses at
this studio and at a private secondary school. He had several exhibitions in Amman in the 1990s where he
showed works that were influenced by his experience of the war. In 2001, Qaisi moved to Qatar where he
taught youths ceramics courses at an art center. He participated in numerous international group exhibitions
inthe USA, the UAE, Germany, Spain, France, China, Australia, Greece, Turkey, Jordan, Egypt, the Dominican
Republic, Qatar, England, and he has had solo exhibitions in Qatar and London. He completed projects in
international art residencies in Denmark (My Journey), Japan (Beauty and Magic), Italy (What Do You See
Through Windows?), and Spain (Figures). His work can be found in museums and private collections in Iraq,
Jordan, the UAE, the USA, Qatar, Egypt, China, Japan, Denmark, Croatia, London, and Germany.
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